
This year at Winneconne Elementary School we are 
implementing WIN time. WIN is an acronym for What I 
Need. Each grade level, K-5, has a designated 30 minute 
time block for teachers to assist students and help meet 
individual needs. Some children are getting extra help on 
a skill, others are participating in an enrichment activity, 
and many are practicing an ‘on level’ skill. 

All grade level teachers, specialist teachers (reading, art, 
music, physical education, guidance), and several teacher 
assistants (tutors, aides) work with various groups of 
students. Groups are formed based on several assessments 
along with teacher recommendations. Children may work 
with a teacher other than his/her homeroom teacher and/
or students in different homerooms during WIN time. 

A WIN session will last approximately six to 
eight weeks. Student progress is monitored 

throughout the session, depending on the 
group. At the end of the WIN segment, 

students and teachers may shift groups 
based on the progress made. 

We are seeing a definite 
increase in student learning. 
Our assessments and 
observation notes support 

this initiative. Students and 
teachers are motivated by 

seeing the progress made. If you 
would like to learn more about 
WIN time, please visit Winneconne 
Elementary School. 
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•  Robert & Jean Thyssen
•  Sally Trelka
•  Pat & Jackie Tyers
•  UW-Oshkosh Foundation
•  Gary Vohs
•  Monica & Garth Wicinsky
•  Winneconne Girls Hoops Club 
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•  Larry & Ginny Zink

To date, just under $14,000 has been raised to install a new Middle School/High School track. Thank you one and all. Let’s keep that list of 
contributions growing. We can only do it with your help. If you are a member of an organization or know of a business or foundation that 
would possibly donate to this cause, please contact Julie Abler at (920) 582-5802.

Since voters approved the facility 
referendum in November, the district 
has been busy working on the elementary 
project. An architect and engineer were 
hired to start evaluating the elementary 
building and drawing blueprints for 
the project. The district completed a 
competitive bid process to select the 
construction manager for the project. Miron 
Construction will be the construction 
manager for the elementary project. Did 

you know that 40 of Miron’s employees call 
Winneconne School District their home? 
We are proud to support local businesses!

The voter approval of the November 
referendum allowed the district to obtain 
the money for the project through the 
sale of $4.7 million in bonds. As planned, 
the payback on the bonds will be over the 
next nine (9) years. The district is thrilled 
to report that the final interest rate on the 
bonds is even lower than originally projected 
at an average of 1.78%. This is an incredibly 
low interest rate that translates to lower 
interest payments over the life of the bonds.

While planning for the elementary project 
this summer, preliminary financial planning 
for next school year has begun. The first step 
in the budget process is to review the financial 
forecast. The district utilizes a five-year 
budget model that builds off of the current 
year’s actual budget. The forecast is modified 

for known changes (for example: the lease 
of chromebooks to support the technology 
initiative) and uses a percentage increase 
for most other  revenues and expenses. The 
biggest factor in the operating budget is 
student membership and how much revenue 
the state will allow per student. At this time, 
the State has not finalized its budget, so a 
range of options is being considered.

The very preliminary forecast estimates 
a 2013-2014 budget deficit of $275,000. 
It is now the job of the administration to 
review the expenses to determine how to 
balance the budget or to consider use of 
savings to balance the budget. The district 
is committed to finding efficiencies and 
will not pursue an operating referendum 
for 2013-2014.

As always, the focus is to maintain a low 
spending status while continuing to provide a 
high level of service for our students. 

Track & Field Fundraiser 
www.winneconne.k12.wi.us/trackfundraiser.cfm

Building and Financial Updates

Stay Connected! 
Find the Winneconne Community School District 
on Facebook! Subscribe to our  e-newsletter at 
www.winneconne.k12.wi.us.
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The Winneconne Area Education 
Foundation, Inc. (WAEF) is a non-profit 
charitable organization formed in 1998. Its 
goal is to establish an endowment fund to 
be used for scholarships and other projects 
that people in the community or teachers 
suggest as improvements for education of 
students within the school district.

The Foundation works independently 
from the school district and is dedicated 
to pursuing educational endeavors 
that would expand the relationship 
between the school and the citizens 
of the district to ensure a continued 
quality education in our community.

Enriching Opportunities
With tight budgets, valuable enrichment 
opportunities get cut in our school every year. 
The WAEF plays a vital role by supporting 
the projects and programs that wouldn’t 
otherwise be available to our students. 
By enhancing education beyond the core 
curriculum, we’re promoting innovation and 
excellence in our community school. The 
Winneconne Area Education Foundation 
approved the following grants totaling over 
$5,000 for the 2012-2013 school year:

•  Third Grade Students: Visit and 
instruction by author Peter Roop;

•  Physical Education Department Grades 
3-8: Equipment to teach archery as a 
lifelong activity;

•  Fifth Grade Students: Tour of caves at the 
Ledgeview Nature Center;

•  Sixth Grade Students: Visit to Milwaukee 
Public Museum, Discovery World, and 
Miller Park;

•  Business Education Students: Tour of 
the Chicago Board of Trade and the 
Milwaukee Bucks Experience;

•  Family Reading Night.

Young Scholars 
Education is said to be the great 
equalizer. Yet, attendance at public and 
private colleges for either two or four-
year degrees is simply financially out of 
reach for some students. Each year, the 
Winneconne Area Education Foundation 
awards dozens of scholarships to high 
school seniors to help them pursue their 
dream of higher education. 

Giving to the Education Foundation
WAEF is a 501(c)(3)non-profit charitable 
organization as a component of the 
Oshkosh Area Community Foundation 
and all donations are tax deductible. With a 

gift to the Foundation, you can be assured 
your donation will directly support the 
schools and students in the Winneconne 
Community School District.

Contact Information 
The Winneconne Area Education 
Foundation partners with the Oshkosh 
Area Community Foundation to 
administer the endowment funds. For 

information on establishing a fund 
or adding the Winneconne Area 
Education Foundation to your 
estate plan, please call the Oshkosh 
Community Foundation at 
(920) 426-3993 or online please visit 
www.OshkoshAreaCF.org.

If you would like more information 
about the Winneconne Area Education 
Foundation or would like to volunteer to 
help with our events, please contact Mary 
Koeck at (920) 582-4886. 

Mark Your Calendar 
The Winneconne Area Education 
Foundation will be holding its Sportsmen’s 
Banquet on Wednesday, September 18, 
2013. Details about this fundraising event 
will be sent to you as the date draws near.

Planting the Seeds for the Future

Hear what people are saying about our schools. 
We posted three new videos on our Website! 

View them on our welcome page.
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Project Lead the Way
Project Lead the Way (PLTW) students 
presented at the State Education Convention 
to a Statewide audience on January 24.

ACT Testing Site Established 
Winneconne High School has been 
established as an ACT Testing Site.

 

WHS Named Top Ten Ag Program
Winneconne High School was nominated as one of the top ten 
agriculture programs in the State by the Wisconsin Association of 
Agricultural Educators. 

Winneconne High School Celebrations
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Middle School Celebrations
Middle School Band and Choir All-State Honors
Four middle school singers represented Winneconne in the All-State Middle Level 
Honor Choir in January. They worked with a guest choir conductor and performed 
with 150 singers from around the state at the Pabst Theatre in Milwaukee. Singers 
were Brooke Baneck, Lindsi Necas, Remi Wilke, and Alex Arbaugh. 

The middle school had two students selected for the Junior High All-State Band of 
the National Band Association, Wisconsin Chapter. Sadie Kosciuk, percussion, and 
Alex Anderson, trumpet, performed January 19 in Wisconsin Rapids with middle 
school students from all over the state of Wisconsin.

Eight middle school students participated in the Eastern Valley Conference Middle 
School Honors Band held Saturday, January 26 in Waupaca. Involved students were 
Leah Hoffman and Caitlyn Maloney, flute, Tanner Rogers, alto saxophone, Sarah 
Trachte, clarinet, Leah Kubasta, Jodie Weiland, and Alex Anderson, trumpet, and 
Sadie Kosciuk, percussion.

Winneconne Middle School Hoops for Heart
The annual middle school Hoops for Heart fundraiser included a student basketball 
tournament followed by the staff versus student basketball game and raised $682.

Welcome to the community newsletter for the 
Winneconne Community School District.  As 
part of the district’s mission, we strive to keep our 
community informed about the education programs 
offered in our schools, the successes of our students 
and staff, and the challenges we are facing together. 
Thank you for your continued interest and support 
of our community’s public schools!

Winchester in Winter
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